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VALIDITY OF VISA AND PERIOD OF STAY 
 

 Please note that a visa means "a permit to enter "NOT" a permit to stay" and 
the validity of a visa is NOT the duration of stay in Thailand. Visa validity is 
the period during which a visa can be used to enter Thailand. In general, the 
validity of a visa is 3 months, but in some cases may be valid for 6 months to 
1 year. 

 Period of stay is granted by an immigration officer upon arrival at the port of 
entry in accordance with the type of visa. It is displayed on the arrival stamp 
which shows the entry date and the last date of permission to stay. Please 
look at the stamp right away to avoid any overstaying problem which may 
result in a fine in which case, the Embassy is not accountable. 

 Royal Thai Embassies and Royal Thai Consulates-General have the authority 
to issue visas to foreigners to travel to Thailand. The authority to permit entry 
and stay in Thailand, however, is with the Thai immigration officers. In some 
cases, the immigration officer may not permit a foreigner holding a valid visa 
entry into Thailand should the immigration officer find a reason to believe 
that he or she falls into the category of aliens prohibited from entering 
Thailand under the Immigration Act B.E. 2522 (1979). 

 


